Nuclear stains.
INTRODUCTIONFor the study of microscopic anatomy and of pathological material, it is usual to stain sections of tissue in such a way as to impart a dark color to the nuclei of cells and a lighter, contrasting color to the cytoplasm and extracellular structures. Nuclear stains, including cationic, anionic, and metal complexing dyes, are considered in this article. The rationales of the techniques are discussed, but methods of higher chemical specificity (e.g., for nucleic acids, carbohydrates, and functional groups of proteins) are not covered.